Secure Rural Schools Act Forest Service Resource Advisory Committees—membership solicitation, nomination and appointment process

On October 3, 2008, the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 was reauthorized as part of Public Law 110-343.  As permitted by the Act resource advisory committees (RACs) established under the prior Act were renewed by the Secretary in October 2008 and the members willing to continue to serve were reappointed.   The reauthorized Act also encouraged broader participation by counties containing national forests.  The RACs are formed to provide advice to national forest managers about projects to improve forest and watershed health and to help create jobs in local communities.
The Forest Service anticipates the need to fill vacancies on 55 previously established RACs and to establish approximately 70 additional RACs each with 15 members.  In total, this will mean 1000 to1200 replacement and new appointments to the resource advisory committees.  
In 2009, $52 million is available for projects recommended by RACs.  Reauthorized RACs with a quorum of continuing members will begin meeting after appropriate notice is made in the Federal Register and local newspapers of record. 
Appointment of RAC members has three phases:  solicitation, nomination and appointment.
Solicitation.  The categories of interests to be represented by RAC members are outlined in the Act.  The Forest Service, counties and tribes use a variety of methods to solicit nominees for the Secure Rural School RACs, including news releases to newspapers, radio and television stations and on appropriate websites.  Solicitations may be made via public meetings and workshops, or in individual contacts via e-mail and telephone among networks of tribal officials, county officials, interest groups, forest users and other stakeholders. Care is taken to solicit nominations from non-traditional audiences and underserved populations to ensure that USDA policies on civil rights are met, as well as the requirements of the Act.   Each nominee is required to submit a form AD755 to the Forest Service.  This form is available on the Secure Rural Schools RAC web site.  
Nomination.  Forest supervisors compile names of nominees and make recommendations for appointment.  These recommendations are made in consultation with tribal officials and county officials.   Nominees are recommended on the following criteria:  qualifications to represent the specific interest outlined in the Act, geographic representation across the area potentially affected by RAC advice, gender, ethnic diversity, persons with a disability, community support, consensus-building ability, dedication to serving the community's interests, and active participation in the current natural resource issues.  
Appointment.  Nominations and recommendations are sent by Forest Supervisors to national headquarters Federal Advisory Committee Act specialists who review and forward to the Secretary’s office for background checks and clearances.  This process may take several weeks or even months for each 15 member committee.  Once cleared, the nominations are sent to the Chief and then to the USDA Natural Resources and Environment for concurrence and forwarding to the Secretary.   The Secretary reviews the nominees and recommendations and then makes the selections.  A certificate and letter of appointment are prepared by the Forest Service, signed by the Secretary and sent to the Designated Federal Official (DFO) to be mailed or presented to each newly appointed member.  The DFO is also expected to appropriately notify nominees that were not selected.
Open process.  Secure Rural Schools RAC charters, RAC by-laws and operating guidelines, RAC members, RAC agendas, meeting minutes, project proposals and related information are posted on the Forest Service Secure Rural Schools Act website.  All RAC meetings are well publicized and open to the public.
The following excerpt from the Secure Rural Schools Act outlines the interests to be represented on each RAC.

`(2) COMMUNITY INTERESTS REPRESENTED- Committee members shall be representative of the interests of the following 3 categories:

`(A) 5 persons that--

`(i) represent organized labor or non-timber forest product harvester groups;

`(ii) represent developed outdoor recreation, off highway vehicle users, or commercial recreation activities;

`(iii) represent--

`(I) energy and mineral development interests; or

`(II) commercial or recreational fishing interests;

`(iv) represent the commercial timber industry; or

`(v) hold Federal grazing or other land use permits, or represent nonindustrial private forest land owners, within the area for which the committee is organized.

`(B) 5 persons that represent--

`(i) nationally recognized environmental organizations;

`(ii) regionally or locally recognized environmental organizations;

`(iii) dispersed recreational activities;

`(iv) archaeological and historical interests; or

`(v) nationally or regionally recognized wild horse and burro interest groups, wildlife or hunting organizations, or watershed associations.

`(C) 5 persons that--

`(i) hold State elected office (or a designee);

`(ii) hold county or local elected office;

`(iii) represent American Indian tribes within or adjacent to the area for which the committee is organized;

`(iv) are school officials or teachers; or

`(v) represent the affected public at large.

`(3) BALANCED REPRESENTATION- In appointing committee members from the 3 categories in paragraph (2), the Secretary concerned shall provide for balanced and broad representation from within each category.

`(4) GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION- The members of a resource advisory committee shall reside within the State in which the committee has jurisdiction and, to extent practicable, the Secretary concerned shall ensure local representation in each category in paragraph (2).
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