Coconino RAC

Project Proposal Tips for Grant Funding
Projects are funded under the authority of the Secure Rural Schools and Communities Self-Determination Act of 2000, as re-authorized in 2008. The primary location for projects is intended to be on federal lands on the Coconino National Forest, Kaibab National Forest, and small sections of the Prescott National Forest and Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest. However, projects can be on non-federal lands within Coconino County where projects would benefit resources on the listed National Forests. The Act authorizes grants to federal agencies, State and local governments, private and non-profit entities for projects that improve the maintenance of existing infrastructure such as roads, trails, recreation facilities or projects that improve forest health and restore and improve land health and water quality. The following are examples of the types of projects that may be eligible:

· Road, trail, and infrastructure maintenance or obliteration

· Soil productivity improvement

· Improvements in forest ecosystem health

· Watershed and stream restoration and maintenance

· Restoration, maintenance, and improvement of wildlife habitat

· Control of noxious weeds

· Re-establishment of native species

These grants are reimbursement grants, so project proponents should have funds available to spend on their project, and then be reimbursed for those expenditures.  No matching funds are required for RAC grants, but proponents are strongly encouraged to provide in-kind contributions, and list these contributions in their project proposal. Proposals must include 5% above the amount you are requesting, which will be used for administrative costs associated with paying for the time expended by the Forest Service Grants & Agreements specialists, contracting officers, other employees who will process your project if approved. The strongest project proposals have partners, and all partners provide in-kind contributions.  
Each project proposal is evaluated on how cost-effective it is and to what extent partners are involved, its educational value, how the project improves the quality of human life including any employment opportunities, and how it benefits ecosystem health. 
It would be beneficial for the applicant to discuss their proposal with the corresponding District Ranger before submitting an application, as the District Ranger will need to approve work done in his/her district on national forest land.
The Act allows RAC funds to be used for the costs of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis, or for on-the-ground project implementation, where NEPA has already been completed. All project proposals for on-the-ground project work need to be NEPA sufficient at the time of the proposal, and your proposal should include a copy of the corresponding decision document. 

RAC funds may be used to accomplish road maintenance work, and Forest Service engineers are encouraged to work with the Coconino County Road Department to plan and implement needed work.  

Project proponents must give a very brief (5 minute) presentation on their project proposal to the Coconino RAC members during the meeting. At the conclusion of all proposal presentations, RAC committee members then discuss and vote on the project proposals to determine which ones they recommend for grant funding.

For more information contact:   Brady Smith, Public Affairs Officer & RAC Coordinator 
Coconino National Forest, Phone 928-527-3490, or bradysmith@fs.fed.us  
